St. Mark Lutheran Church
— Worship Bulletin
v,
] Sunday, August 17, 2025
_ 10" Sunday after Pentecost
The welcome place.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 116)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796)

GREETING (ELW p. 120)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 121)
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength,

and honor, blessing, and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 124)

Let us pray.

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your
zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed,
and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29

A reading from Jeremiah.

> Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? ** Who can hide in secret places so
that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. * I have
heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed! I
have dreamed!” ** How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who
prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? *’ They plan to make my people
forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my
name for Baal. ** Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my
word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. *Is not
my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 82
' God stands to charge the divine council assembled,
giving judgment in the midst of the gods:
>“How long will you judge unjustly,
and show favor to the wicked?
’Save the weak and the orphan;
defend the humble and needy;
‘rescue the weak and the poor;
deliver them from the power of the wicked.
*They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
*Now I say to you, ‘You are gods,
and all of you children of the Most High;
"nevertheless, you shall die like mortals,
and fall like any prince.””
* Arise, O God, and rule the earth,
for you shall take all nations for your own.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29—12:2

A reading from Hebrews.

* By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians
attempted to do so they were drowned. ** By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been
encircled for seven days. *' By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

* And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, ** who through faith conquered kingdom:s,
administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, ** quenched the power of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put
foreign armies to flight. * Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured,
refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. *° Others suffered mocking
and flogging and even chains and imprisonment. " They were stoned to death; they were sawn
in two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
persecuted, tormented ** of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and
mountains and in caves and holes in the ground.

*Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was
promised, * since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be
made perfect.

! Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is
set before us, * looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the
right hand of the throne of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION You Are My Hiding Place (W&P 160)

GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] ¥ “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already ablaze!
1 have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint I am under until it is
completed! *' Do you think that [ have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but
rather division! *> From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two
against three; > they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

**He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say,
‘It 1s going to rain,” and so it happens. ** And when you see the south wind blowing, you say,
‘There will be scorching heat,” and it happens. *° You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the
appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION You Are My Hiding Place (W&P 160)
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY God, When Human Bonds Are Broken (ELW 603)

CREED (ELW p. 126)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.

Raise up faithful leaders for your church around the world. Inspire global missionaries
(missionaries sponsored by this congregation may be named) with a spirit of accompaniment,
as they walk alongside our partners in the gospel in solidarity, interdependence, and mutuality.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Safeguard rivers and lakes (local water sources may be named) from pollution. Sustain the
work of conservationists, policy makers, and advocacy groups seeking to protect fresh water
sources. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Bridge divisions across partisan lines. Strengthen cooperative efforts among lawmakers (local
elected officials may be named) who enact policies that protect our neighbors who are most
vulnerable. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Embrace all who suffer in isolation: for those who are incarcerated or detained, those who are
fleeing from unsafe environments, and those who are sick or homebound (especially). Reassure
them of your care in all times and places. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks, inspire their planning for a
new program year ahead. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration and support for their work. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses who surround us. By the example of
their faith, enable us to run with perseverance the race set before us, until that day when we join
their unending praise. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always
receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERTORY Praise to You, O God of Mercy (W&P 119)

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 129)

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 129)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 130)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 130)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 130)
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,

and great 1s the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen, amen. Amen, amen.



LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 134)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG (LAMB OF GOD) (ELW p. 135)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

grant us peace.

SONG DURING COMMUNION Come, Let Us Eat (ELW 491)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 136)

Let us pray.

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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DEDICATION

The Eternal Flame Candle was given in memory of Beverly Blumhagen by Bramblee Bird.

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY

PREACHER / PRESIDER .........ccooiiiiiiiiiieeeiieeereeeeeveeeenneeens The Reverend Larry Smoose

IMIUSICIAN ..ottt ettt ettt sttt e et e e st e it e st e e sabeesabeeenee Faith Woodward

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT ......cccvviieiiieeeiiieeeireeeeereeeeereeennneessneeas Edie Beaupre/Tom Petree

LECTOR ...oooiiiiiiiieeee ettt et et ettt e st e b Bonnie Tillman
CHURCH STAFF

PASTOR: The Reverend Kevin M.B. Tracey SCHOOL DIRECTOR: Melisa McDaid

Music DIRECTOR: Faith Woodward PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Alice Kaplan



THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK

Today......cccc....... WOrShip SEIVICE .....cceeiieii e 10 AM

Monday.............. Worship Support Team ...........coeeieiiiiiiiieeeeeiiee e 7 PM

Tuesday............. Council Meeting......cooevveiiiiii e 7 PM

Sunday .............. WOrShip SEIVICE .....ccevvveiiieeeeee e 10 AM
Announcements

We welcome PASTOR LARRY SMOOSE as our preacher and presider today, while
Pr. Kevin is at Christ Lutheran Community Church (CLCC) in Upper Darby.

As you might know, CLCC is in the midst of a pastoral transition. During this time, the
Bishop's Office asked Pr. Kevin to serve as "vice pastor" for CLCC. The Vice Pastor
is essentially an administrative role who ensures that council meetings run smoothly
and that all legal matters are handled appropriately. Since St. Mark and CLCC share
an office administrator (Alice), having Pr. Kevin serve as Vice Pastor keeps things
from getting too complicated.

While CLCC is in the transition process, we will occasionally have pulpit swaps with
CLCC so that Pr. Kevin has a chance to be with them during this season of
uncertainty and transition. Please continue to hold CLCC and our entire synod,
especially those congregations in transition, in your prayers.

Don’t forget to vote for the BIBLE STUDY TOPIC by taking the survey in the weekly
eblast or by scanning the QR code on the table in the narthex.

We need your help to create a new database and CHURCH DIRECTORY. The link
has been included in the eblast the past several weeks. You can also scan the QR
code below to be taken to the form. If you’ve been unable to complete the form, please
call the church & Alice will fill it out with you on the phone.




Save the date for FALL FEST at St. Mark, September 13" from 10-3pm. Vendors,
food, music, & fun. We need vendors! Know someone that might be interested? Go to
our website for the interest form.

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
436 N. Oak Ave, Clifton Heights, PA 190018
Website: www.stmarkcliftonheights.org

Email: office@stmarkcliftonheights.org
Phone: 610-626-5295



http://www.stmarkcliftonheights.org/
mailto:office@stmarkcliftonheights.org

