ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
WORSHIP BULLETIN
SEPTEMBER 18, 2022
THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
THE INSTALLATION OF THE REV. KEVIN TRACEY

PRELUDE

Faith Woodward

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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OPENING HYMN

ELW 685| TAKE MY LIFE THAT I MAY BE CONSECRATED

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE AND HYMN OF PRAISE (SUNG)
In peace, in peace,
let us pray to the Lord …
Lord, have mercy,
Christ have mercy,
Lord have mercy …
For the reign of God, and
for peace throughout
the world, for
the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord …
Lord, have mercy,
Christ have mercy,
Lord have mercy …
For your people here,
who have come to give you praise,
for the strength to live your Word,
let us pray to the Lord …
Lord, have mercy,
Christ have mercy,
Lord have mercy …
Help, save and defend us.
O God …
ALL: AMEN.

HYMN OF PRAISE

ELW. 167

Now the Feast and Celebration
Refrain
Now the feast and celebration,
all of creation sings for joy
to the God of life and love and freedom;
praise and glory forevermore!
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1

Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain,
whose blood has freed and united us
to be one great people of God. Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our
feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

READINGS
FIRST READING: AMOS 8:4-7
4Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
5saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
6buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
7The

Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
PSALM 113
1Hallelujah!

Give praise, you servants | of the Lord;
praise the name | of the Lord.
2Let the name of the | Lord be blessed,
from this time forth for- | evermore.
3From the rising of the sun to its | going down
let the name of the | Lord be praised.
4The Lord is high a- | bove all nations;
God’s glory a- | bove the heavens. R
5Who is like the | Lord our God,
who sits en- | throned on high,
6but stoops | to behold
the heavens | and the earth?
7The Lord takes up the weak out | of the dust
and lifts up the poor | from the ashes,
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8enthroning

them | with the rulers,
with the rulers | of the people.
9The Lord makes the woman of a | childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah!
SECOND READING: 1 TIMOTHY 2:1-7
1First

of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the
sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth. 5For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
6who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am
telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
W & P 40 | FROM WHERE THE SUN RISES

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
GOSPEL: LUKE 16:1-13
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1Then

Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an
accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then
the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position
away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided
what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their
homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much
do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take
your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do
you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and
make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had
acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal
homes.
10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in
a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the
dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been
faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can
serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
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P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
W & P 40 | FROM WHERE THE SUN RISES

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

THE REV. JENNIFER L. CASEY

SERMON

ELW 793 | BE THOU MY VISION

HYMN OF THE DAY
APOSTLE’S CREED

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostle’s Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

INSTALLATION OF PASTOR KEVIN TRACEY
Presentation
The assembly stands. The pastor to be installed and a representative of the calling body
come before the presiding minister and the assembly.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
Having been authorized by the church to install Kevin Tracey,
our co-worker in the gospel, as Pastor,
I now ask for certification of this call.
A representative of the calling body addresses the presiding minister.
After prayerful deliberation,
we, of St. Mark Lutheran Church,
have called Kevin Tracey as a minister of word and sacrament
in the position of Pastor.
I present Kevin Tracey and this letter certifying the call.
The representative gives the presiding minister the letter certifying that the call has been
received and accepted.
The representative moves aside, and the assembly is seated.
Address and Questions
The presiding minister addresses the minister of word and sacrament.
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A reading from John: Jesus said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I
send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:21-23)
A reading from Matthew: Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:18-20)
A reading from First Timothy: Set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love,
in faith, in purity. Attend to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to teaching. Do not
neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on
of hands by the council of elders. Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them,
so that all may see your progress. Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching;
continue in these things, for in doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers.
(1 Timothy 4:12-16)
The presiding minister addresses questions to the minister of word and sacrament.
Kevin, in the presence of this assembly will you commit yourself to this new trust and
responsibility, in the confidence that it comes from God through the call of the church?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you preach and teach in accordance with the holy scriptures and with the confessions
of the Lutheran church?
Will you carry out this ministry in harmony with the constitutions of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures
and faithful in your use of the means of grace?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Trusting in God’s care,
will you love, serve, and pray for God’s people,
nourish them with the word and sacraments,
and lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy living?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you give faithful witness in the world,
that God’s love may be known in all that you do?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things,
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform them.
The assembly responds: Amen.
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The assembly stands.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
People of God,
will you receive Kevin as a messenger of Jesus Christ
sent to serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation?
Will you regard Kevin as a servant of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
Will you pray for Kevin?
Will you help and honor Kevin in carrying out this ministry?
In all things, will you strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
The presiding minister addresses the minister of word and sacrament.
Kevin, the office of Pastor is now committed to you
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Blessing
The newly installed pastor may kneel as the presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you complete in everything good so that you may do God’s will,
working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight;
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
The pastor stands. The following procession to the places of the word and sacraments
may be used.
The presiding minister escorts the pastor to the place of baptism. A representative
of the congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, and to forgive sins.
They proceed to the place of the word. A representative of the congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good news.
They proceed to the place of the meal. A representative of the congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to preside at the Lord’s supper.
The presiding minister may address the assembly with these or similar words.
People of God, I present to you Kevin Tracey, your pastor.
Let us welcome Kevin in the name of Christ.
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The assembly may offer acclamation with applause.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing for
baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all
those who share your good news with the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation.
Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to
develop sustainable practices. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and compassion so
that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the example of courageous
leaders (especially Dag Hammarskjöld) and safeguard the dignity of each person. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into economic
and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing
banks, and emergency shelters (local outreach may be named). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us in the
proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share generously. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the witness
of those who have gone before us (especially), and bring us with them to the heavenly
feast that has no end. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these
and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
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C: And also with you.
Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

OFFERING
W & P 146| WE ARE AN OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
Please gather whatever elements you have in your home that most closely resemble the
bread and wine/grape juice of our typical communion table. If you only have “bread” or
“wine/grape juice” (whatever those might be for you) trust that you are receiving the full
presence of Jesus in that element.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not to temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.
Come, taste and see.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of the abundant table,
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road
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that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Amen.

ELW 669 | RISE UP, O SAINTS OF GOD

CLOSING HYMN
DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY
PREACHER / PRESIDER -The Reverend Jennifer L. Casey, Dean of the Delaware Conference
ASSISTING MINISTER .........................................................................Rev. Kevin Tracey
MUSICIAN ............................................................................................ Faith Woodward
TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT ........................................................................... Edie Beaupre
LECTOR ............................................................................................ John Kampmeyer
DEDICATIONS

Altar Flowers
Eternal Flame Candle
Celebrates

In Honor of Bill Bohne on his 98th birthday with love
from Cathy, Bill, & family
In Honor of Jason Gramlick, Jr. from Cheryl Baylor
To the Glory of God

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
436 N. Oak Ave, Clifton Heights, PA 190018
Website: www.stmarkcliftonheights.org
Email: thewelcomeplace@comcast.net
Phone: 610-626-5295

CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR: The Reverend Kevin M. Tracey
SCHOOL DIRECTOR: Melisa McDaid

MUSIC DIRECTOR: Faith Woodward
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Alice Kaplan
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