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THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

PRELUDE

Faith Woodward

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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ELW 532| GATHER US IN

OPENING HYMN
GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE AND HYMN OF PRAISE (SUNG)
In peace, in peace,
let us pray to the Lord …
Lord, have mercy,
Christ have mercy,
Lord have mercy …
For the reign of God, and
for peace throughout
the world, for
the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord …
Lord, have mercy,
Christ have mercy,
Lord have mercy …
For your people here,
who have come to give you praise,
for the strength to live your Word,
let us pray to the Lord …
Lord, have mercy,
Christ have mercy,
Lord have mercy …
Help, save and defend us.
O God …
ALL: AMEN.

HYMN OF PRAISE

ELW. 167

Now the Feast and Celebration
Refrain
Now the feast and celebration,
all of creation sings for joy
to the God of life and love and freedom;
praise and glory forevermore!
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1

Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain,
whose blood has freed and united us
to be one great people of God. Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your
grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

READINGS
FIRST READING: AMOS 6:1A, 4-7
1aAlas

for those who are at ease in Zion,
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria,

4Alas

for those who lie on beds of ivory,
and lounge on their couches,
and eat lambs from the flock,
and calves from the stall;
5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp,
and like David improvise on instruments of music;
6who drink wine from bowls,
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.
PSALM 146
1Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
2I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
3Put not your | trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
4When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day | their thoughts perish.
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,
whose hope is in the | Lord their God;
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
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The Lord sets the captive free.
Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed
down;
the Lord| loves the righteous.
9The Lord cares | for the stranger;
the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
10The Lord shall | reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!.
8The

SECOND READING: I TIMOTHY 1:12-17
12I

am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I
received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost
patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal
life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever
and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW 875 |PRAISE, PRAISE YOU ARE MY ROCK

GOSPEL: LUKE 15:1-10
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1Now

all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and
eats with them.”
3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is
lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons
who need no repentance.
8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp,
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that
I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
SERMON

ELW 875 |PRAISE, PRAISE YOU ARE MY ROCK
“THE PHARISEE WITHIN” REV. CHARLES HOLT
W & P 26| CANTICLE OF THE TURNING

HYMN OF THE DAY
APOSTLE’S CREED

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostle’s Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with righteousness, faith, love, endurance, and
gentleness. Empower the baptized by your Spirit to be rich in good works and ready to
share. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Protect the earth and its creatures. Provide water, food, shelter, and favorable habitats,
especially for endangered species. Preserve threatened ice caps, glaciers, parks, and
beaches. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Increase justice in nations, local governments, and courtrooms. Guide lawyers and those
who hold public office to act with compassion and discernment (local authorities may be
named). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who are bowed down. Watch
over the stranger. Tend to those who are ill (especially). Stir us to act in the best interest of
our neighbors. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Enliven our praise. Inspire musicians, artists, poets, and all who create beauty in this place
(those who plan and lead worship may be named). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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Here other intercessions may be offered.
Enfold the saints who have died in the arms of your loving care. Grant that the holy angels
accompany us and bring us to eternal life with them in the light of your presence. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these
and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

OFFERING
ELW 525| YOU ARE HOLY

OFFERTORY HYMN
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
Please gather whatever elements you have in your home that most closely resemble the
bread and wine/grape juice of our typical communion table. If you only have “bread” or
“wine/grape juice” (whatever those might be for you) trust that you are receiving the full
presence of Jesus in that element.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
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And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: As our Savior Christ taught us, we are bold to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not to temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.
Come, taste and see.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of the abundant table,
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Amen.

ELW 715 | CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT

CLOSING HYMN
DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY
PREACHER / PRESIDER ...................................................... The Reverend Charles Holt
MUSICIAN ............................................................................................ Faith Woodward
TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT ........................................................................... Edie Beaupre
LECTOR .................................................................................................. Steve Demott
DEDICATIONS

Altar Flowers
Eternal Flame Candle
Celebrates

To the Glory of God from Kitty Ippoliti
To the Glory of God
To the Glory of God

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
436 N. Oak Ave, Clifton Heights, PA 190018
Website: www.stmarkcliftonheights.org
Email: thewelcomeplace@comcast.net
Phone: 610-626-5295

CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR: The Reverend Kevin M. Tracey
SCHOOL DIRECTOR: Melisa McDaid

MUSIC DIRECTOR: Faith Woodward
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Alice Kaplan
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